Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LA PAZ 03373 272I59Z 
ACTION ARA-I4 

INTO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 PM-05 H-OI INR-IO L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-OI SP-02 SS-I5 ICA-II AID-05 
PC-01 TRSE-00 OPR-02 SY-05 /081 W 

075841 272202Z/62 

PR272141Z APR78 
PM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 531 
INTO AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
DIA WASHDC 

USCINCSO J2 QUARRY HEIGHTS CZ 

CONPIDENTIALLA PAZ 3373 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, BL 

SUBJ: STUDENTS TAKE OVER LA PAZ UNIVERSITY 

1. SUMMARY: POLLOWING A REJECTION OP A SUTDENT 

ULTIMATUM TO AUTHORITIES TO SURRENDER CONTROL OF LA PAZ UNIVERSITY, 
A GROUP OP LEPTIST STUDENTS SEIZED THE INSTITUTION ABOUT 
2:00 PM APRIL 27 AND EXPELLED THE GOVERNMENT-APPOINTED 
UNIVERSITY AUTHORITIES PROM THEIR OPPICES. THE GOB, WHICH 
HAD PUBLICLY WARNED AGAINST SUCH A PROVOCATION ON APRIL 26, 

IS NOW PACED WITH WHAT ACTION TO TAKE AGAINST THE STUDENT 
PROVOCATION. THE UNIVERSITY TAKEOVER MAY BE THE 
PIRST STAGE OP A STUDENT PLAN TO INCITE VIOLENCE DURING 
THE MAY DAY WEEKEND. POR THE MOMENT THE UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS 
ARE OPEN AND THE SITUATION REMAINS PEACEPUL. END SUMMARY. 

2. A GROUP OP LEFTIST UNIVERSITY STUDENTS, POSSIBLY ACTING IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH SOME LEFTIST UNIVERSITY PROPESSORS, TOOK OVER 
THE 18,000 STUDENT UNIVERSITY OF SAN ANDRES THE APTERNOON 

OP APRIL 27 AND EXPELLED THE GOB APPOINTED RECTOR AND VICE- 
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RECTOR PROM THEIR OPFICES. STUDENT ACTION CAME ONLY TEN 
DAYS ALTER BEGINNING OF SEMESTER AND FOLLOWED SEVERAL DAYS OF 
STEADILY GROWING TENSION AT THE UNIVERSITY. ONLY DAY BEPORE, 

THE STUDENTS, ORGANIZED INTO A SUPREME STUDENT/PACULTY COUNCIL, 

HAD DEMANDED THAT THE RECTOR AND VICE-RECTOR TURN OVER THE 
UNIVERSITY TO THE CONTROL OP THE COUNCIL. 
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3. RECTOR ROLANDO SAHONERO TOLD EMBOEFS APRIL 26 THAT 

HE WAS CONCERNED THAT ABOUT 100 EXTREMIST STUDENTS, ASSISTED BY 
ABOUT 150 SYMPATHIZERS, AND WORKING WITH SOME LEFTIST ELEMENTS 
IN THE EACULTY, WOULD TRY TO TAKE OVER THE UNIVERSITY. SAHONERO 
ADDED THAT THE STUDENTS WERE BEING GIVEN SUBSTANTIAL FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE AND GUIDANCE BY THE PARTIDO OBRERO REVOLUCIONARIO, AN 
EXTRME LEFTIST POLITICAL PARTY. SUB-SECRETARY OE INTERIOR 
WALTER RIOS TOLD POL/ECOM COUNSELOR SAME DAY THAT STUDENT 
ELEMENTS OF THE POR, THE PEKING LINE COMMUNISTS AND 
OTHER EXTREME LEFT STUDENT GROUPS WERE ORGANIZING VIOLENCE IN 
CONNECTION WITH UPCIMING MAY DAY CELEBRATION AND THAT THE 
MORE MODERATE STUDENT ELEMENTS WERE LOSING OUT. RIOS SAID 
RECENTLY RETURNED LEFTIST EXILES WERE ORGANIZING THE STUDENTS 
AND THAT THEY WERE AMPLY EINANCED. 

4. INTERIOR MINISTER JIMENEZ, IN RESPONSE TO THE GROWING PROSPECTS 
OF A CLASH, PUBLISHED ON APRIL 27 A STATEMENT QUOTE IN RECOGNITION 
THAT EXTREMIST ELEMENTS THAT TOOK PART IN UNFORTUNATE EVENTS 
WHICH THE BOLIVIAN PEOPLE HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN (THIS REEERS TO THE 
RECENTLY RETURNEE POLITICAL EXILES) ARE TRYING TO TURN THE 
UNIVERSITY OF SAN ANDRES INTO A BATTLEFIELD WITH THE EXPRESSED 
PURPOSE OE CREATING AN ATMOSPHERE THAT MAY AFFECT THE SOCIAL 
PEACE, THE ELECTION PROCESS AND CITIZEN SAEETY, BY INSTIGATING 

A CONFRONTATION BY A SMALL GROUP OF STUDENTS AGAINST THE LEGALLY 
CONSTITUTED AUTHORITIES, IN OPEN PROVOCATION OF THE LEGAL ORDER 
AND GOVERNMENT OF THE ARMED FORCES. IN THE FACE OF SUCH A THREAT 
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IT IS ANNOUNCED THAT IF ACTIONS AGAINST THE CURRENT LEGAL ORDER, 
THE PRINCIPLE OF AUTHORITY AND THE SOCIAL PEACE TAKE PLACE, 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS WILL BE TAKEN WITH THE SEVERITY THAT THE 
SITUATION WARRANTS. UNQUOTE. 
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